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Late Miniſter of the Goſpel there. 
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The Dedication.” 4 


To the Tn: NT of Wee 
9 nters in Coventry, lately under 


A £ the Miniftey: of Mr. & 3 770 


My very kind and good Friends: 


HEN I bad prevailed with your furs 
viving Paſtor to Publiſh that ſerious Diſ 
| courſe we had from him at the Funeral 
of his worthy Fellow Labourer, 1 conld net refuſe te 
= attend on him after this manner to the Prefs, and 
into the World, 
Ida, the more eafily. yerfmadgd to:dy this, be. 
cauſe it gives me the Oppattuvity of. teſtiſying to 
wll, the 1228 Sence I have of your cordial and 
continued Affection, and my jut Concern Fer F %he | 
. Intereſt of the Goſpel among you. - 
You will allow me to put you in mind, that it bath 
, been the Honour and Privilege of the City of Goves 
_ » - ntry, and the Parts adjacent, to haue had à conſtant 
' BB Succeſſion of ſerious Chri ſti ans living and dying 
5 there, not only (inte the Deli verauce of the L 
5 from Pore cy, but for 4 long time before, _ 
Fat faithful and undaunted Servant uf Chriſt, 
A.. John Wicklif, who lived and died no farther 
from you than Lutterwarth,. was doubtleſs an In- 
frument of much good among your Predeceſſers above 
Three Hundred Tears ago, and indeed he may well he 
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Tour City, and the Country round, have been a 
Plantation and Secd-Plot of many Einem Profeſſors 
of the Purer Chriſtianity ever ie his Time, and 
the Martyrs and Confeſſors that God raiſed up among. 
you in ſucceeding Ages, eſpecially in the Reigns of i 
Henry VII. Henry VIII. and Queen Mary, have 
| obtained 4 good Report, and ſtand recorded in the 
Adds and Monuments of the Church of Chriſt. 
From the fiery Trial in the Marian Reign, there 
have never been wanting with you conſider able Num- 
bers of devout Chriſtians, who not ſatisfied with 
that deſective Reformation which the Court of Eng- 
land judged moſt convenient for 'their Political In= | 
tereſts, have conſtantly breathed after a more throw {| 
Conformity to the Rule of the Goſpel, according to 
the beſt Examples of the Foreign Churches, > 
Jr was your Advantage, during the Reign of 
| Queen Elizabeth, and King James the Firſt, to have 
— with you ſeveral ſerious and profitable Preachers, 
who tho they did not wholly ſeparate from the Nati- 
onal Eſtabliſhment, were often interrupted in their 
Miniſtry by Citations, Proſecutions, and Cenſures in 
the Spiritual Courts, becauſe they could not approve 
of all the Rituals of Worſhip, nor of thoſe Rules f 
Eccleſiaſtical Government that were then in uſe. 
| Of theſe, none has left a move fragrant Name than 
WB the Venerable Mr. Humphrey Fen, who ſpent above 
| 40 Tears among you with great Succeſs, F 
If my Information be right, He had not been dead 
many Tears before God ſent you thoſe two excel. © 
ext Men, Dr. Obadiah Grew, and Dr. John Brian, 
both of them burning and ſhining Lights, the one a 
Barnabas, the other a Boanerges; under their 
Miniſtry the Word of God mightily grew and prev 
vailed. „„ F tabt 
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—F DEDICATION. 
' = he Diftrattions. of the Civil War drove @ great 


Number of the Puritanical Miniſters into Coven» 


try, 4s.their Gity.of Refuge, where they eſcaped the 


Enemies, and greatly helped for- 
ward the good Work of Practical Religion among 
yon. Perhaps you may have yet ſome living that 
can remember the Weekly Days of Faſting and 
Prayer, that were then kept with uncommon Strict. 


Violence of thei 


- 


neſs and Solemnity. 


- Within two Years after the Reſtoration, the Ci- 
tizens. of Coventry were deprived at once of every 


Miniſter they had among them, in one Day they lot 


Dr. Grew, Dr. Brian, and Mr. Baſnet, again 
whom their Enemies had nothing to object, ſave in 


the Matters of their God; but their excellent In- 
 Fruttions remained in many of the People, as Nails 
Jaſtned in a ſure Place by thoſe Maiters of Aſſem- 
blies, heing given forth by the Great Shepherd. 


Many of us have received a very particular Ac» 
count of the State of the Affairs of Religion with 


* > 


you, before and after that Change was made b 


the At of Uniformity, and no one had retained a 


more diftin} Memorial of thoſe Matters, than that 
brave hone ingeni ous Gentleman Major Robert 
Beak, who for many Tears was the great Ornament 


* * - 


of your City ang Society, e 
I now ſpeak of Things within the Memory of ſe- 
veral among you. While thoſe faithful ejected Ni- 


niſters were allowed to live in your City, they ceaſed 
not to inftrutt their affectionate People privately, 


and from Houſe to Houſe, and when the Severity 


of the Times removed them ſome Miles from you, 

they ſent you their Sermons compoſed for your Uſe, 
. aud fairly tranſcribed, and not filled with Matters 
/ doubtful Diſputations, but with the great Eſſenti- 
& Doctrines and Duties of = Chriſtian Religion. 
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b Addreſs my ſelf chiefly to thoſe that bad 


been under the Miniſtry of the iwo Dottors alriad, 


mentioned, yet I am ſenſible the 1 tereſts of real 
Godlineſs were promoted among you by ſome worthy 
Miniſters of the Congregational Perſwaſion, ſuch as 
Ar. Baſnet, Dr. Singleton, and eſpecially Mr. Boon 
of Finham. _ YT SPSS Bia 
| Mr. Boon you have often heard was bred up n 
Lawyer, you know. he was a Gentleman of a good 
Eſtate and Family, and I am perſwaded it was out 
of A real Zeal for the Honour of Chriſt and the good 
of Souls, that he gave up himſelf to the Miniſtry of 
the Word; he was excellently qualified for it, and 


7 uſeful in it, till Bodily Diſtempers and Weak-. 
ne 


eſs took him off from his conſtant Attendance upon 
it. He had a noble Genius, a wiſe, grave and ſeri+ 


ous Spirit; J had the favour of much Friendſhip from 
745 and was a M 
ation. 


itneſs of the End of his Conver- . 


When your Mininiſters that bad been Silencetl 


among you were haſting off the Stage, God left not 
himſelf without Witneſs of his wonted Care for you, 


r. Jarvis Brian, and Mr. Shewell, were for ſome 


time the Helpers of your Faith and Joy: It was the 
general Character of Mr. Jarvis Brian, that his 


Life was à continual Sermon. 


Ar. Shewell was born in your City, but bad ſpent 
ſeveral Tears in Kent, where he had been alſo 
ſitenced;, and baving for ſome time kept a private 
School in or near Maidſtone, he returned to his 
Native Place, at a very ſeaſonable time, when you 


wanted his Service, and gladly accepted of it. 
| After the Death of Mr. Brian, God was pleaſed 


ro Caſt my Lot among you in the Tear 1690. when I © 


Dad juſt entred upon my 29th Tear, 1 ſpent almoſt | 
JJ 
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he PD E D 10 A T T ON: 48 
13 Tears very cotnſorcably with you 5f my. Miniſtry; 
had any Sncceſs, 1 owe the Thanks imtirely to: Gods 
ifi met with any 

thbaniſul both to God and yon. 
"3 There was ſomething 4 


you will always remember it, and think it Hy to be 
left upen perpetual Record; for ſome time before he 


died, he had preached ſeveral Sermons upon the Subs. 


jeft of indwelling Sin, and was going on with it; the 
laft Sabbath he lived he ſeemed to himſelf, and to you 
all to be in very good Health, me all eæpected he would 
| have gone on with his Subject, upon which we bad 
| beard. many excellent Sermons, hut to our great ſur- 
prize, he took for his Text. The Grace of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt be with your Spirit. Phil. 25. This an- 

expected change of his Subject occaſioned manyThoughts 
of Heart, enquiry was made of his Daughter, whether 
be had any deſign of leaving us, but nothing of that 
appeared, nor could. ſhe give any. other account of the 
matter, but only that on the Saturday Evening, he did 
not come down to. Prayer in his Family at the afua' 
time, that ſhe went up to bis Study, and found him int 
ſome Confuſion, be told her he was not able tu go on with 
hi, Subject, he muſt preach from ſome other Text. If 
this was ſurprizing to you, it was much more ſo, when 
on the Wedneſday after, at his turn in the weekly 


Leckut, he went up well into the Pulpit, and Prayer 


and read his Text, and then drop d down in an Apo 
pletick Fit, and was carried out oft he Pulpit into the 


Veſtry without ſpeaking one word more, in an Hour or- 


two he died. | | | 
Ion camot forget the aſtoniſhment with which our 


Minds were then fill d, it was made plain to us all, that 


tho be did not deſign that Sermon for his Farewell, yet 
God deſgned it Ponld be ſo, bow. corvincing was it t 
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cceprance, I an obliged to be : 
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ur then, that our times are in God's A and the 
mdr of our Days f rs with him 
Hit Place was fupplied after N tine by the FRY 
verend and Learned Mr. Joſhua Oldfield, 35 Jpmt 


ſome Tears with" you with good Acceptanceand Succeſs, 


til the Death of Mr. T. Kentiſh removed him to 
London. 
Aſter bim God 6 ut to your, your preſent Anbei er, 


: who has now ſpent a great part of bis Time and Strength 
among you, I can truly fay when I thought it proper for 


me to leave Coventry, it was a great Eiſe and Satis- 


fo@ion to my Mind, that yon were not left without a 


skillful and faithful Shepherd. 

Some of you know how much it was my dire that 
Mr "Joſhua Merrel migbt ſacceed me among you, I was 
eferd by long and mutimate Acquaintance with, bim, 

was 2700 of doing more than filling up my Place, 
and that if be came to you, be was like to be a great 
Bes to the City. | 

His Father and 7 Motor were Members of that Con- 
gregation at Knutsford in Cheſhire were I was firft 
Minſter, they were exemplary Chriſtians. This their 
elde Son was very much obſerved and eſteemed in his 
early Day's for unuſual Gravity, Serioujneſs, and Di- 
tigence, be had taken in much of the Spirit and manner 


of the Reverend Mr. Edge of Wilkington, wider 
whoſe Miniſtry bis tender Mind was ua for the Ser- 


vice of. God, in every place where e came, he greatly 
improved in all uſeful Learning, in Divine Knowledge 
and Grace, he loved to converſe with aged Chriſtians, 
and would enquire ont the times and places where th 

met together for Prayer and religious Conference, and 
won!d ſteal in among them, aud valued. uch opporty- 


' mities more than all the Diver fions with which other 
dea Rope uſe to fil their vacant Hur. 
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bt a think it was a little before the dawning Pi our 
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Peg, that be war ſolemuh Mor i in 23 
ſhire; by the agel tjefed Minifters that lived in that 


Comtry, and | ſpent many Tears in a faithful diſcharge | 
of bis Duty in and about Uttoxeter in Staffordſhire. 

He certainly denied bimſelf in bis worldly Intereſt | 
when he came to you, but it was bis deſire to be. more 


publickly and fatedly "uſeful than be had been, if God 
ſhould make his way plain before him; and now for the 
ſpace of Twelve Tears that he bas led with you, ” 


ave fully known bis Doctrine, manner of Life, Pur 
poſe, . Faith, Long ſuffering, Charity, Patience; you 
'bave ſeen how be bas honoured God, living and dying, 
with what Circumſpection, and . of Wiſdom 
be lived, with what calmneſs and ſerenity of Soul be 
received the Sentence of Death in himſelf, bow Re 


and well pleaſed he went down into the dark Valley, 
ported by that everlaſting Covenant, which had been - 4 


Jo many Tears ſetled and ſealed betweon God and his 


Soul 2 Fefus Chriſt. 


' Thoſe of us in t“ Miniſtry that food abide bin, 


a few days before he died, muſt not forget his kind and 


faithful-Advice, how earneſtly be recommended. to tis, 
daily meditation on the hoh Scriptnres, as that which 
from his own eee be could aſſure us was of 


great Advantage. ** 


It ſeems his mamier had been for ſeveral Tears, to 
ſpend ſometime every Mor ning, firſt in reading 'the 


Scriptures in courſe, than in meditating cloſely upon 
what he had read, and than in praying over the whole; 


we have reaſon to believe this way of ſpending his Morn- 


im time, contributed very much to his living, aud preach- 
ig, and dying ſo well. 


And nom my Friends, give me leaveto put you in 


5 mind, that the loſs of your faithful Miniſter makes the 
. N time to be an bour of * to 2 Tour 


rudence, 


f "The DEDICATION. 
| | 
* Prudence, your Homily, your Mee hte, ad _—_ 
= Love 22 enderne[s for one another will nom be tried. 
1 . 2 end Affection for your ſurviving Paſtor, 
[ and your 7 dp. to the ſorrowful Relid of him that 
1 is, Joe, the Subjedioy 7 our Wills aud Inclinations 
[! 10 Reaſon and ge, t eſe Chriſtian Virtues will 
j * now be put to the Tryal, and I bope when they 25 
i | tried, they will be found to praiſe and honour, only keep 
[ _ yaur Hearts with all Dil iigence, and may the. parti 
N [4 _ of the Reverend Mr. Shewell be now eminent 
! anſwered to jou, the Grace of our Lord 7 * Cbriſt 
1 | be with your Sparits. Amen. 
» J have detained. you. too long from the ood Sermon 
f | Jon beerd on this <7 occafion, but if the port Hiſtori- 
x cal account of the flate of Nouconformity in your City, 
1 which 1 have deduced from ſeveral Ages pelt to your 
BD xn times, may be a means to eftabliſþ you in that yay 
0 ' WÞ worſhip and Communion, which comes neareſt. to the 
] pture Standard, and to engage pu ts to approve. oy 


HS in all hrs in a manner ſuitable to ogg Ra 
 Profefion, and to the laudable Zap of the ſeveral 
| Generations of thoſe good old Puritans from whom you 


1 e will be very much to the bare of 
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Funeral Sermon 


j Tom On Occaſion of the Death ofthe AY, 


l | Reverend Mr. 22 Merrel, 


"HEB. aig, 
| Rengmke them which have the 3 ver "i, 
who. have ſpoken unto you the word of Godt 


- whoſe faith follow, conſi TY rhe ena rhe their 


CI 


© eowverſations on 


4. 3 * 3 R 5 * 1 'S 71414 


HEN the Providence of God x 
made this ſore Breach: upon us, it 
ſnould be the Concern of us all to 
take a wiſe and ſerious Improvement of it. 

The Death of Miniſters is a thing rare a- 
mong us: And when God removes ſuch as have 
been very Exemplary, and very Faithful, we 
| have the greater reaſon to obſerve his F rowns, 
and fear his further Diſpleaſure. 

It is beſt for them that they are ſafely arrived _ 

i the. World aborez 420 therefore we are nor 


2 A Funeral & 1 5 on the Death © 


* 


to weep for them : but we ſhould for our ſelves; 
that we are left behind in the midſt of Sin and 
Sorrow, without their Example and their Gui- 
dance. | 


Let this be that one thing we have the moſt 


„of all in our Eye, which ſhould be the Deſign 
of Funeral Diſcourſes, The making fome Spiri- 
tual Advantage of their Death, that by rhe ſad- 
| neſs of our Countenance our Hearts may be made 
TT 1190 $3.55 gots HD. 


This plainly appears to be the deſign of the 


* 41 119. 


- Text I have read to you: Where the Divine 


Author being about to cloſe this excellent Epi- 
ſtle, he crowds many weighty Things together; 
and among the reſt, calls them to have a ſo- 
lemn regard for the Memory of thoſe faithful 
Miniſters, that had been among thein. 
It is true, the Text ſeems to ſpeak of thoſe 
that are yet in being. Remember them that have 


the rule over jou: But it may as well be tranſla- | 


ted; Remember your Guides; which is ſpoken in 


the preſent time, only as a deſcription of their 
Office, not with a reference to the Perſons. as 


then living. For all the reſt of the Verſe ſhews 
that theſe Holy Men were dead and gone; 
therefore they are bid toRemember them; its ſaid, 
They have ſpolen to you the word of God, They 
are bid to follow their Faith, and to conſider the 


End, that is, the Ife ef their Converſation : for 


it is not meant of what they aim d at, ſbut 
what their Life iſſued in. See, fays the Apo- 


ſtle, how they finiſhed their Courſe! what an 


excellent End they made! Remember what 
* was the Reſolution and Courage; What was 
* the: Calmneſs and Compoſure of Mind, what 
was the Hope ahd Comfort, with which they 


paſſed 


2 
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| * the' . * Nerrel. 


© raſſed Som this World to the: ao : and- let 


| | this Engage you to imitate their Life, and keep 
ſtedfaſt in the Faith v which Was - once: Err 
to you. HT e 


In the Text I ſhall obſer? to you. 5 


ne The Character of good Minifters while 
they live. They have the rule over ven z 


And ao ſpeak ren the Word of God. 


Saaudh, The Duty of the People with reſpeA 
to them after their removal by Death. Ke. 
member them. Their Faith fellow: TE. 


Thirdly, The Motive to the performance of 
this Duty. _ 1 the End of their 


ene ation. 


115 am apt to believe that the 96 0 1 
there refer to the good End that many of the 


Firſt Miniſters of the Goſpel made as Afartyrs 


for the Truths that they had preached to the 
People: They ſealed their Teſtimony with their 


Blood, and' thereby ſhew'd their firm belief of 


what they had deliver'd. 


_ Tho' this can't be ſaid of your -deceaſedMiniſter, | 


J think it is much the ſame thing that he could 


with ſo much inward ſatisfaction truſt his Soul in 
the Hands of God; in confidence of the Truth and 
We:ght of thoſe Things which he had oft preach- 
ed among you. And the ſame firm perſwaſion 
might, I doubt not, have enabled him to Safer 
for thoſe Truths, if God had * his nn 


e ea to it. 
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4 A Funeral Sermon on the Death © 


- Firſt, Let us obſerve the Charatter of good Mi- 
niſters while they live. It may enhance our Va- 
lue of ſuch, when they are gone, to know What 


was the Nature of their Office, and to ſee how 


well they diſcharg'd it. 


1. The firſt thing that is ſaid of them is, That 
they bave the rule over you. The Word ſignifies 
ſuch as are Guides: Such as are Overſeers : Such 
as are Captains, or Leaders, as well as thoſe 
that, in other reſpects, rule and govern. | 


They are Guides to direct our way. By the 


der. 17. 


Inſtructions they give they teach us what is Kight, 
and by their Warnings they keep us back from 
that which is Wrong ; from Error, or from the 
ways of Profanctets. It is the Mercy of God to 
à People to continue ſuch among them: And 
whenever ſuch are wholly wanting, that there 
are none left; ot (which perhaps is worſe) only 
thoſe left who will lead others blindfold into the 
Ditch of Perdition : This is one of the ſaddeſſ 
Caſes that can happen to a People. 
They are alſoOverſeers.Their Buſineſs it is to take 
care of the Flock: To ſee what are the Church's 
Wants, and what are thoſe Dangers that they 


are moſt expoſed to. Their Concern does not 


lye with Men's Eftates, but with their Perſons ; 
and there it is with their Souls. They watch for 
your Souls as they that muſt giue an account. 


the reſt to Encounter the Enemies of 


| 
* 


the World. Who, as they have the Poſt of Ho- 
nour, are ſure to have, above all others, the 
Place of great eſt Danger, Eſpecially it was ſa 
in the Times in which the Apoſtle writ 3 "hen 

| „ Len 


Over and above this the Word very properly = 
ſignifies Leaders and Captains. Such as 0 before 3 
hriſt in 


3 
- * ; 
3 
7 FY | 
- 2 | 
2 
4 
— 


3 


t 
8 
8 
8 


For Chriſt's: ſale they were kill'd all the day long. 


eee 6 HY ,. wh = 4 


Chriſtians, 


"of the Reverend Mr. Mexvel, 


. 


Or, Endured a great fight of* Affictiomt, tho they 
had not yet reſiſted. unto Blood. And all Mini- 
ſters that will be faithful, as long as there are 


ſo many wicked Men in the World, are gene- 
rally more expoſed to the Hatred and Maligni- 
ty of thoſe wicked Men, to their cruel Mocking, 
Z nay, moreover to Bonds and Impriſonment, than 
9 others are „ | * 


To conclude, They are Rulers under the great. 


4 | Maſter of the Aſſemblies. - They are chiefly con- 
2X cern'd to ſet in Order, and to keep up the 


* . 


Order of Religious Societies 
I. would not magnify mine Office, above what 


5 


1 it is indeed; but all this, there is in it. 


1 And this was diſcharg'd in an Exemplary 


manner by your Miniſter deceas d. He was a 


faithful Guide, a watchful Overſeer, a reſolute 
#7 Leader, and a prudent Paſtor or Ruler among, 


you. „„ ; . 2 | TS 3 
2. Another part of the Miniſter's Character 
is, That they Bonk to us the Word of God. 


” 


And certainly it is the greateſt, and moſt _ 
important part of their Work: St. Paul does „1, "! 


not reckon ſo much on Baptizing as Preaching 
of the Goſpel. *Tis true, the Caſe is thus far 
different: The Apoſtle did preach to Heathens, 
to bring them to rhe Knowledge of Chriſt, and 


the Way of Salvation by him; and to an accep- 


tance of Eternal Life upon the Goſpel Terms. 


N We fpeak to a People profeſſedly Chriſtian al- 


ready: But we have the ſame Work to do, to 
perſwade Men to be Jſnwardly and Heartily 


— «> 
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And perhaps: it is with as much Difficulty, = 
that ſome Men, Who name the Name of Chriſt, ars 
brought tö this, as thoſe that are found in the 
darkneſs of Heatheniſm. It is therefore Safe 
and Neceſſary for you to have ſuch as preach the 
Mord of God, * Gn Valet 
They do not ſpeak to you' in their own Nees, | 
bur i in the Name of the great God, Who' made 
Heaven and Earth; and who is in Chriſt reconci- 
ling the World unto himſelf. 

They are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, and tb 0 
muſt ſpeak not their om Fancies, nor their own 
Paſſions, but only what is given them in charge. 
What they have ere . Lora that ſe rey 
deliver to os. | 

E call you to witneſs" that was the conſtant 
Scope of his Miniſterial Service, whom God has 
remov'd from ns. He ſpoke to you the Word of 
God not the Commandments of Men. What he 
faid was ſolid and ſubſtantial ; in much applauſe 
of the rich Grace of God in Chriſt. He was an 

Able Miniſter of the New Teſtament, of the Spirit, 
| and Hot of- the Letter: And not ſo much con - 
cern'd to have his Praiſe of Men, as of God. 

Secondly, J proceed now to ſhew the Duty of 
the People with reſpelt to them, after their removal 
by Death. This is the main purpoſe of the Text: 
And I choſe it with this expreſs Deſign; that, if 
poſſible, this afflictive Providence under: which 
we now are, may have a laſting good Effect up- 
on this Congregation: That the tenderneſs, and 
regard, which I know you had for him, my be 
improv'd to a ſpiritual AdvantageG. 

Vour regard to thoſe whom you valued, is not 
to be ſhewed by building their Tombs, and erefting 
Patel Memorials f them. Tho' this in gn 

caſes 


J½J4½7? mt 


caſes has been thought a proper Method of re- 
warding exemplary a as and PETPETUT pI 
Remembrance of t... 111 
It is not to be en d in your opinion of their 
Reliquas, and wor ſhipping of - thoſe that are ubm 
Saints above. The; ſuperſtition of former Ages 
carry'd Men thus far. They rob'd God of his 
Homage, and Chriſt the Mediator of his Honour, 
on purpoſe that they might diſcover their Vene- 


ration for good Men, None of this is to be _ 


ia our caſe. 
But when God: removes your faithful Miniſters. ; 
two things the Text directs oy ta ;  Rimeernhhe 
them. And follow their Faith. | 

1. Remember them that Lg hs dh over. yall 
The People who are Chriſtians.in'earneſt; cannot 
be ſo much taken up with the Affairs of the 
World; and of their own Families as to be ut- 


terly negligent of the Church of God, and what prates 
happens there. I forget thee; O Jeruſalem, let 2 
my right hand forget her cunning :If do not res 3. & 


member thee, let my Tongue cleave tothe roof of my 
Mouth; if 1 prefer not Jeruſalem above my chef 


70%. Now tho' the general intereſt of the Church 
of God is a much greater thing, than what be» 


longs. to any particular Miniſter; yet Where a 
Miniſte is remov'd that was faithful as a Ser uaut 
in the Houſe ef God, and exemplary in Religion, 
we ſhould have fr equent Thoughts of him, and 
Thoughts of Heart about his departure. 
— —.—. him therefore with Eſteem, as one 
to whom God had given much of his Grace: On 
whom he had beſtow'd a very ſolid judgment, 
and great Capacity to do you Service: Who 


Was. ug Tae: . all that hag him round a=. 


"Ow 


ed 


8 Funkral Sermon onthe Death  _ 
| 
bout, who Were the beſt Judges of Men of 
ECCfC!!! REI 1503 SALDTEW: | 

Remember him with Affection, as que that 
lov'd you, and has carefully ſought your eVver- 
laſting Benefit for many Vears. His ny 
ſhould now be dear to you, and yon ſhoul 
heartily grieve that ſuch a Ligbe is extinguiſh'd | 
as to our World : That we are now depriv'd of 
the advantage of his Prayers, which were ear- | 
neſt before God; and I am perſwaded, of great 
Service to this Place. „C 
Remember him with Thankfulneſs. Bleſs God 
that when you were depriv'd of the very ac- 
ceptable and uſeful Labours of others whom the 
Providence of God removed from you, that that 
Loſs was ſo well made up in his Miniſtrations a- 
„ e Rd Fs og 2 „ 

Tho' its matter of rief that we nom enjoy him 
not, yet we have cauſe to rejoyce that we ever 
had him, and that God was pleas'd to continue 
him ſo long among us, conſidering what a ſhat- 
ter'd, crazy Conſtitution was appointed to him. 
I hope there are ſeveral among you, that have 
teaſon to thank God you ever ſaw his Face, or 
heard his Voice. The Word he has ſpoken has 
reach'd your Hearts; and thoſe that were con- 
vinc'd before, he has been an Inſtrument of buil- 

ding up; and of comforting and directing a great 
I!n our Diſcourſe together the very Evening be- 
fore he dy'd, when I mention'd his uſefulneſs, he 
teply'd, That he hop'd he had done ſome good, but 
could not tell what good. It were to be wift'd 
that they who under our poor Miniſtrations are 
awakened, or greatly confirm'd, would let us 
know ſome hat of it, that we might be 1 of 
| i their 
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and "py beer 8 aur Joy: For e 18 Our hope 
o# joy," or crown of rejoycing? Are not ev'n' ye in 


| the preſence of our Lad FJeſu⸗ Chriſt at his cn ; 
for ye are our Glory, and our: Joy. 


However tho we know it en if their be a- 
ny good Work wrought in you, you are conſci- 


ous of ſomething of it, and ſhould remember him 
that was the Inſtrument with thankiulne ſs W 


for him 0 
Remember him with improvement. Your Eſteem 


1 and Aßedkten is nothing without this. Your Thanl- 
XZ fulne/s to God ſhould be in order to this that 


what benefit you did not gain by him in the time 


of his Life,” you may have now upon recollecti- 
1 on of hat is paſt. 1693 dn 1098 


Some of you l beleive. bare been pleard, "ag 

proſited at once, under what you; have heard 
Rum him in publick, and private. Von have re- 
joic'd in your ſweet Sabbaths, and ſealing Sacra- 
ments. TG | 

But I lte nol of us have tealda, ro com- 
plain, tho for a Seaſon we rejpic'd in ns Light, 
we did not walk, and work by 1 ir, as We! ſhould 
have r ä 

I intreat you to remember how: he; e 
Chriſt, and him cruciſy d. Hows: earneſtly he 
preſs d you to come into bim; expoling the folly 


and miſery of your diſtance, or ev'n of four delay. 


Remember how he has warn'd you againſt the 
pride and Vanity of the Age, which Perſons pro- 
| Feſſing Religion are gradually reconciling their 
Minds to; till they are CTY as wid, _ 
1 as. = ol of ao Wants 64, 
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Remember his cautions 15 aga luft orlalintſs, and 

Carnality, and particularly what he has been ur- 

ging in ſome of his lateſt Diſcourſes, for the pre: 

Col. 3, moting of Humility, and 'Meakneſs, of Prace and 
chain, by a mutual For be arance and Forgiveneſs, | 

And I beg of you, among the reſt, never for- 


get what he has warmly urg'd upon you, for the 
carrying on of Family Religion, and Cloſet De vo- 
tion; And eſpecially for your better attendance 
on the public Worſhip; It was what he oft la men- 
ted that on Lecture-· days, ſo feu would wait at 
MWiſdoms gates: And that, at the hours of Pray- 
er, we could not prevail over the ſinful modeſty 
Y of many good People eg us, wan. 'by that 
were kept abſent. 
Remember theſe things to — 9 you lament 
before God your unprofitableneſs.; z and if it may 
be, to redeem what was. s then. loſt. by ſome. after 
improvement. Mp 
* proceed now to the ather Duty, follow b 
their Faith. By this the Apoſtle would ſuggeſt to 
us, that the very beſt way of remembring ſuch 
. holy Men as were Paſtors and Guides among us, 
is by imitating of them. By adhereing to tbe Do- 
ctrine which they preach'd, and being ſt ed faſt 2 
and unwearied in the life of Faith, as they were. 
There is the Doctrine of Faith, which was once | 
deli ver'd to the Saints, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtamenr. This 
was preach'd to you diligently and purely by your 
deceaſed Miniſter; what be ſaid was not ciude, 
and iadigeſted, and with impure Mixtures; He 
ga ve you the ſiacere milk of the Nord. 
He had no affectation of Novelties : e was | 
for the plain, important Truths of the Goſpel, and | 
what he preſs d upon you was Truth. . 
| ap 
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you impllcitiy adhere to any the 1 of 2 
XZ You are to call 10 Man Maſter upon Earth, fer 
one is your | Maſter, ev'n Chriſt. But follow: 
3 him ſo far as he followed Chriſt. Be not car- 3 9. 
ſr, ty d about with'diverr, and" ſtrange Doctrine; 

= Br it is 4 good thing that the — be eſtabliſhed, 

with grace. i, e. Its well to be fix d, and 

X clear in the Senſe and Deſign of the Goſpel, 
1 which! is often called the grace of Goa. .. 
The Coaverts that came in at firſt, when 
the Word began to be glorify d in its mighty 
2X Conqueſt, They continued in the A poſtle Do- 
AJrine, aed Fellowſhip : And if any of Jou 
ſhould depart from that Doctrine, or that 
Fellowſhip, it will beſides other Aggravati- 
bons, be a ſort of Reproach upon him that 
is gonę. Ye therefore beloved ſeein Fa kuow 2 pet. iii; 
JF theſe things before, — leſt ye alſo eing led 17, 18, 
4 away by the Error of the Wicked: do fall from 
your own ftedfaſtneſs, but grow in Gi ace, and 
in the aa * aur Bari ne. Saviour Fes 
{us Chrift. - * 5 1 PI 778 th 
= Beſides chi, There is ods grace of Falth. 
the Faith o he operat ion of God: The Faith 

„% God's Blei. This grace was Eminent in 
bes m that i 18 departed from us. How clear was 

g belief of the unſeen Stute! How firm his 

dependance on the Covenant and Promiſes of 
God! He over and over repeated that, that 
he did caſt his: Soul upon it? How fixed was 
his Hope in God! in the Power, and the 
Goodneſs, and the Faithfulneſs of God; fo 
that he could freely, and comfortably truſt 1 ay , 
all there: His Faith was in the Righteouſneſs » 3 
4 | of Chriſt to recommend him to the accept- | 
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ance of the Father. He diſclaimed all Ex- 
pectations from himſelf, and had recourſe. to 


the Lord jeſus as the Fountain of all divine. 


aid, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he muſt do bes amy; 1 


and by means of whoſe interteſſon that im- 
perfect duty muſt be accepted. This Faith 


frollaw. Get that commanding, radical Grace. 


Learn to live by Faith: It is not only a devout, 
but a divine Life. It tends to make you pro- 
table to others, and cotnfortohle to your 
ſelves.” But the {32 3% 4, a > "197 07 
Thirdly, I mu 5 to the Weir coma 
 fdering ; the End ef their Converſation. g. d. 
Did you but well obſerve how, they liv'd, and 
how they dy'd that once migiſtred among 
- you;. it-muſt ſurely have a very great influ- 
ence on your Mind, and your Pradtice. 
8 _ before-that the Apoſtle may proba- 
er. to their End ho were Martyrs for 
i aa but it is enough, if we apply. it to 
thoſe, chat lov'd Chr iſt to the Deat ß. 
Vau are bid to conſider what à good Fad | 
they made: the word ſignifies; a repeated, 
ſerious, ſolema Conſideration. It is good to 
review. not only what you, hαẽ both learned 
and received, but what you have 77 and 
heard in him: and ſo doing the Goa of ace 
WE ne be with yon. 1 7 B 137 : , : 
Conſider: ſuch mas FOR Hose it 3 4 
good, and an exemplary Converſation... He 
ſhew'd bis Faith by his Works. | Ist was prov'd 
to be the like precious Faith with! the reſt of 
God's wp; ene it had, [T8 1 precious 
Effect, 


= poſed. There ſeem'd to be no ruffle Tho 


| 7 3. and was Jever e in a frültful, Joly 


4 
3 


But inbelief which is againſt the 79 5 of 
Faith, or Error which leads from the Doc 
of Faith, theſe have each of them 4 misch jos 
vous influence upon the Lives of Men. Vin 2 Tim. i. 
bablings will increaſe to more ungodlineſ. 16. 
But you ought to conſider further, ſuch p 
7 his Converſation, it had a comfortable, and an 
t ee End. . Tho' he did not dye 4 Mar- 


i 


q | God in the Fire of Afifbivn. His el 
Frame was ſerious and b but it was 8 


Spirit as to bis Everlaſting State. 
had not extaſies of Joy: be was clear Take 
his intereſt in Chriſt * and this he kept to the 
very laſt; committing his Spirit into the 
4 "oY of God his Redeemer, at the cloſe of 
© Life. g 4 « 
Bosch an End às this was an Een to God, 
to that Maſter whom he had ſerved with bis 
3 Spirit in the Goſpel of his Son. God was 2lo- 
Arified in his Bod both in his Life, and Death. 
While he lived, he lived to the Lend, and 
when he died, 'he died tothe Lord: 
This was alſo comfort able to — "Its 
la vouchſafement more than ordinary to ſuch 
las have walked with God, with great Gir- 
Cumſpection. Ev'ry Chriſtian, e ry Chriſti- 
Jan of equal grace has not this. Upon which 
Tera.” ach; an End i is the more to de N 
lider 


3 . 


And 


+ 
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And the rather becay 1 Is tends to be 


1 e tl ere. 1 certaialy,a a. grearTtality | 


An! Ap here is ſomewhat. T4504 Truths 
©", whic 2 good Man believes; Which will cat- 


ry him above all the Fears and Terrors of Life,” 
and Death : 4 0 will raiſe that fortitude 
of ind, and heget that calm comp ſednefs, 
that f arkeſuck 9 FE Ving which all the Ro- 
0 irtue, fo muchcelebrated; 8 could hexer, 
reach. to. 
In ſhort ſuch 4 Eu does ſhew, that the 
xinciples he went upon are not oh Ty rule 
Subſtantial, able to bear the stfeſs of 
Trouble. God bimſelf has own'd.them in the 
Comfort he has; Gren to his uptight Servant | 
in this way. 


We 1. I might now in the Application of this 


offer ſomething, to my Brethren. in the Mi- 


niſtry. 
Von ſee your Calling, Brethren. Thi 


Paſtoral Office lies in theſe two Things, to 
Rule and Teach. But no Man can ever main- 
tain the Dignity. of that Station, that does 1 


not attend to the Duty of it. 


Care muſt be taken that our Faith be $ 
ſuch as may be propos d to other's as their Þ 


Pattern. 


That the Dis we Preach be Scriptu- D | 
ral, and the Principle of Faith we are acted 
by pe truly Chriſtian and Divine. And in 


a particular manner, they that Preach the 
[Goſpel ROW ſee to their GN Ta It 


will 


PV: 455 
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very 2 f 1170 7 ou, It may make you 1 | 
and, wha t he lived, and died oo. 
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will contribute to our own Comfort in the 
„ Cloöſe of Life, when we come 1 ee 
bur Converſation: And it will redound to 
9 our Honour, when they that knew us ſhall 
be induced to remember us with Affection, 
ee e 
CEE ILY: En 

But 1 would chiefly apply my ſelf td wp 2 
this Congregation : You have ſuſtained a ve 


great Loſs; but the Word it ſelf is M 
fal and Incorraptible: Tho” they that 1 
it are not ſo. You ſee we have this Treaſure 
in Earthen Veſſels; But tho the Veſſel be 
he broken, and laid by, the Treaſure remains. 
ue: A Fleſh-is.as Graſs, and all the Glory of Man 
of i (the beſt of Man, and the belt of Men) As 
he IM the Flower of Graſs. The Graſs withereth, 
ut and che Flower thereof falleth away; but the * Pet. 1. 
Mord of the Lord endureth for ever; and this ** 25 
his #s that Word which by the Goſpel is preached 
i- unte In. „ 
15 Still the Patience of God is trying both 
he you, and me a little longer: Let this Provi- 
vidence both quicken and teach us; It has 
ſomething in it awakening and n 
oes It was the Deliga of your deceaſed, Mi- 
gaiſter by all his Preaching among you, and 
e by his Example, to teach you how. to live, 


C 


Duty, and your immortal Souls; and then 
have recourſe to that vain Wiſh, Let me dit 
the death of the Righteous, and let my laſt end 

be like his. . _ 


. 2 
—— Jn vain 1 0 tere, * Jeu Ly a 5 | 
up; your Courſe with Dat; z | that 2 
How Finiſh. 70 Courſe with” Toys 0 


Take care, then, that 11 be . 
but Followers of them, who 1 04 
twence inherit the Promiſes. 5 

„ have this to add to the near Relito, 
randy to be overwhelmed with Sorrow. —_ 
if you truſt,God and walk e ve 
fore him, your God ſhall 7. 
Wants org ng i a bis Riches. in 42 1 10 
a Came both.inthe way of Pro 
. an q Grace "of Peace and Glory. The 
you are bereav'd of a tender. Affectionate 
lation, yet, remember that Promiſe, Thy 
a is 55 Husband, the Lord of Hoſts ts 
bis Name: And thy Redermer,” the holy ane 
of Iſrael : The God of Foe whole Earth ſhall he 
be calPd. 
And tho your Log Relation be removed, 
"if is but for; a little while, and then y 
follow; In the mean time you have this 0 
Is upon, an Everlaſting God, and an Ever- 
ing Covenant. 
"Bleſs Gad you had, for fo many Years, 
mech an Help, and 755 an Example. 
In this yon were priviledg d above moſt 


h Per ſons. 
3 ö » The. r Affection will thew it ſelf in 


K 
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We 2 not "what ay et come On this. 
a br but be has has made his ISO 
1 FRY be che het ts” us, to 7 wide 
wete the Vouchſafements of God to him: 
But * n "oF felt as sto his Cha- 


15 was 2 Wiſe, Diſcreee Kang TY to 
kdviſe ages, ay well as to n, Ws. own 


Way. 


my 
9 - tis; Min ge A Abilities were ( highty * 
in Fu and tho* he was a Perſon of Knowledge 


and Learning, yet he ſtudied to the laſt, he 
vas a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſd : Tim. ir. 
hep in the Words of Faith, and of t Na 1. | 


is 
ne PAT. be had attain « 
h 
3 He was of a Catholic Spirit, abliotring the 
d, narrow neſs of thoſe Men, who — the 
Ju Church of God to ſuch goly + as are of their 
to Denomination. | | 
ts Temper was Chearful, and Peaceable 
And | ue: rather obſerve this, how much 
85 + BJ be 
n 
in is EEO) MOL ons 5 
n- 
7 * cam, which in the Texs is tranſlated the End of | 


heir Converſation z does elſe where ſignify an Eſcape from 
[fn grew Dauer, 1 Cor. x. 13. gulf pe 


he had of Love, and Peace; becauſę "he 
Day N22 dd, he was obſerving” 

with SatisfaQtion, that, for all our Eiths 157 
ther (now. between twelve and thirteen 
cars) there had not been any De 

between us, that he Abe „ 


He e a moſt _— Fe! and a 
kind Friend. = 


But colt Wilen min- Holt of ali in l 
and e eg it is, is worth aid u reſt, 
that was his ſincere Piety. He ſai To 
Death Bed, That he hop'd the Work o 
God's Grace had been Nen! in My fo 
this Forty Years paſt. 


He was a devout, good Nan N and his | 
ee as uptight and regular, in the 


whole courſe. of it, as; moſt , 3 baye 
known. ; 


God was s pleaſed to Bring 1 Sink t. to a 
Trials by Sickneſs, in a grofs and 'we 
Body. But chen (eſpecially in bis laſt Sar 
how great was his Faith in the other World ! 
how Tupporting were his Hopes! he died 
with deliberation. * He ſaw the approaches 
of Death with the greateſt compoſedneſs; 
and profeſs'd often, That he grounded all 


his Comforts upon the Covenant of od! in 
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to gur Imitation recommended. e 


— 


. 7 


SE . 


* 


5 
$ 
. 
- 
1 
2 
l 
5 


„ 
To 


2 
y 3% 7 
ws 324 


©. 


% : * 2 


by tos . 8 * : * CS ” * 8 { > N 
1 ei — * 1 * K 5 - .; — 4 


